
 

What happens over the next 18 months will 
be critical. The arctic and the Amazon are 
literally on fire, and this is only the 
beginning of the forest fire season. Clouds 
of smoke are blocking are blocking out the 
sun emitting huge amounts of carbon and 
devastating biodiversity. The combination 
of drought, climate change and human 
activity, deforestation and farming, is 
bringing the Amazon region very close to a 
tipping point when the rainforest which 
supplies 20% of the world’s oxygen, could 
be turned into savannah and changed for 
ever. The earth is being killed, it is not just 
dying. 

 

This is not peripheral, it will affect us all. 
Structural and personal changes are 
required from us all wherever we may be, 
to defend life on earth. We can start by 
prayer during this Season of creation. We 
can pray too, for the coming Synod of the 
Amazon this October, a timely intervention. 

 

PRAYER for the AMAZON 

Dear Lord, we come before you  
with a heavy heart, as we know Your heart 
must be heavy, grieving for the loss of 
precious life in the Amazon. 

We pray that in Your mercy You will 
forgive our ways of life, for we have created 
the markets for beef, lumber, and minerals 
taken from the Amazon.  

We pray that You will forgive those who set 
fires in the Amazon, those who cut down the 
ancient trees, those who plunder the waters to 
fulfill our hunger.  

Our God, Your mercy is infinite and Your 
power to redeem is untold. Grant us Your 
grace as we turn to new ways of life, and send 
your love like a balm to heal the scorched 
earth and its people. 

In the precious name of Your son,  
Jesus, we pray. Amen. 
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Amy Phuong Thanh Huynh Do writes:  

I grew up in Vietnam, where there is no such 
thing as due process, nor human rights. There is 
no transparency or accountability within the 
judicial and state system. Miscarriages of justice 
are commonplace; defendants are routinely 
executed for crimes without proper due process 
of law. I recognise that England may be 
different, but the threat of state power exists in 
every system and is only held back by lawyers 
and campaigners who continuously challenge 
the state. For this reason, I am committed to 
civil liberties and policing the limits of power 
over an individual by holding it to account in the 
courts, regardless of the nature of the crime of 
which an individual is accused. Furthermore, as 
a graduate law student specialising in human 
rights, healthcare worker and Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau trainee adviser, I have never lost sight of 
the importance of fairness, justice and peace in 
society. I understand that the state does not 
treat everyone equally.  

I decided to study law in order to challenge 
myself academically and to help different groups 
of people such as the marginalised and poverty 
groups within a democratic society. I come from 
a developing a country, therefore, having this 
background and studying law in the UK has 
made me aware of how the law and legal 
systems are fundamental to individuals’ day-to-
day lives. In other words, the use of law is not 
only applicable in a theoretical context but also 
in a very practical one. The law in the UK has a 
very strong enforcement element and is 
predicated on the notion that it helps to protect 
every citizen’s fundamental rights. My degree 
has a specific emphasis on human rights which 

play a pivotal rule in resolving miscarriages of 
justice.  

In these parallel knowledges, I had the 
privileged opportunity for the first time to 
participate in the conference ‘Forgotten People 
Forgotten Places Being Church on the Margin’ 
organised by National Justice and Peace 
Network (NJPN). The conference took place 
from 26th until 30th July in Derbyshire. Tra-My 
Nguyen and I represented as Assumption 
Students, attending this conference on Friday 
and Saturday with Sr Emmanuel Bac, Sr Jessica 
and Sr Pat of the Religious of Assumption. There 
were many activities and workshops – they were 
all excellent and valuable, conducted by 
different Christian/Catholic groups around the 
country.  

The conference has started with a panel 
discussion on ‘Church on the Margins’ chaired 
by John Battle. During this panel, one speaker 
from a Christian group – Joe Green stood out for 
me particularly. She shared with the audiences 
about her health problems and how her local 
church helped her to overcome these problems. 
She is now very actively involved with her local 
church, organised many activities and events for 
the local communities giving everybody a 
chance to come and participate. For instance, 
Joe Green and others in her local church started 
an activity called Red Table where everybody 
around the locality can come to talk and have 

National Justice  
and Peace Conference 
26-28 July 2019, Swanwick 



 

foods together, sharing ideas and opinions about 
justice, peace and how they can promote and 
engage the locality to make changes. Joe Green 
has a very friendly and good sense of humour as 
she made audiences laugh hearing her stories. 
Overall, Joe Green’s personal stories are very 
admirable and inspiring. I personally realised that 
as long as there is hope, together we can make 
differences for the marginalised and minority 
people within the society.  

On the second day, NJPN invited another guest 
speaker – Anthony Reddie ‘Theologising Brexit: 
Deconstructing the myth of racial purity, White 
marginalisation and urban poverty in Britain”. 
Anthony Reddie is a Professor and Scholar in the 
practice of Black theology in grassroots 
communities of faithful practice. Throughout his 
talk, Anthony was an excellent, knowledgeable 
and enthusiastic speaker. In an essence, his 
theory on Theologising Brexit was practical; he 
analysed and examined the different myths of 
racial purity in Britain and how Brexit could 
impact the urban poverty in Britain. It was also 
very interesting that Anthony discussed the 
concept of Brexit without involving political 
instruments in his speech. In particular, some of 
Anthony’s speeches were very meaningful such 
as when he said ‘Unity in diversity’ This quote has 
echoed with me expressing that 
a democratic society ought to be 
diverse and where different 
groups of people and work 
unitedly to achieve an outcome 
that will bring peace and justice. 
I feel that it is relatively 
important that different groups 
of people are able to develop 

pro-active communication and tolerant 
understanding, as far as practicable. For instance, 
there should be a spectrum that involves 
multicultural approaches where the element of 
diversity matters, and cultural communities are 
allowed to flourish. In this approach, a State will 
be unlikely to be able to enforce one set of 
values. Rather the State should be required to 
protect people’s freedom in a broad way so that 
everybody can be able live according to their own 
cultural and social norms, so long as nobody 
abuses others’ freedom or interferes. 

Anthony also conducted a workshop “The 
Challenge of living out inclusivity, justice and 
peace’. This workshop was interactive and 
realistic because Anthony played a game by 
allocated two groups of people. On one hand, all 
members of group A received an invitation to his 
party but on the other hand, group B did not 
receive an invitation for years. In the beginning 
Anthony claimed that due to an administration 
error so members of group B did not receive but 
years passed by, they still did not have it. This led 
some of the audience to play a character and it 
was fascinating to listen to different opinions and 
values. I enjoyed his idea of doing this game 
because it demonstrated a reality that, 
unfortunately, there are many groups of people 
still experiencing exclusion and justice and peace 
problems. The challenge remains undefeatable in 
this democratic society because people can easily 
be influenced by peripheral sources. For example, 
one can be swayed by materialistic sources that 
they often overlook failing to maintain their own 
principles and values. Ideally, inclusivity is a 
preferable concept as it promotes principles of 
religious pluralism and toleration.  

In addition to Anthony’s workshop, we also 
attended a workshop for the young people.  
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Continued from page 3: 

In this workshop, I was able to listen and hear 
young people’s stories and their personal 
perspectives. Personally, I felt related because as 
a young adult, I also have had an experience 
where I did not feel belong when I go to Church. 
The truth is that before this year, I have never 
attended to my Vietnamese Church in Bow. I did 
not understand about Catholicism and I never 
prayed, I undermined Catholic’s traditional 
customs and values. I sometimes feel boring and 
distracted with thoughts when I attended masses. 
Despite this truth, God has always been there 
with me, but I did not realise this at all. I only 
realised this when I experienced a hurtful event 
few months ago where I had no idea how to 
survive physically and mentally. It was only then I 
turned to God and I decided to go to Vietnamese 
church, and this is also the time that I met Sr 
Emmanuel Bac. She offered me an opportunity to 
stay for a weekend at her Convent in Wanstead. I 
knew in my heart that this was God’s Will as he 
wanted to help me to be healed so I went there. 
It was an unimaginable and heartfelt experience 
to me as I feel reconnected to God in my heart 
and soul. Therefore, attending this workshop, I 
realised several implications and issues that 
cause young people to be unconnected with their 
local churches. Furthermore, I learned and 
attained interested ideas on how to enable young 
people to be connected as well as strengthen 
their practice and faith and I hope to be able to 
share and put these ideas into practice.  

Pope Francis (Sacrofano, 15 February 2019)  

To summary my reflection on this conference, I 
realised that the principle of justice and peace is 
a grassroots effort for human rights. However, in 
practice, it remains a challenge to tackle injustice, 
in particular, to help the marginalised as the 
human rights of people in poverty are more likely 
to be hindered in comparison with people with 
high-class status. For justice and peace to grow 
and flourish, it is necessary and reasonable that 
everyone’s human rights should to be inclusively 
preserved with respect in the society. Hence a 
group like NJPN is an applicable vehicle because 
the organisation provides networking 
opportunities for all Catholic and other Christian 
agencies come together to share their practical 
ideas and recommendations to promote and 
campaign for human rights for these groups. 
Thus, I am extremely grateful to attend this 
conference because I can learn and improve my 
knowledge of justice and peace in parallel with 
the human rights in the UK and I am enabled to 
strength my practice of the faith.  

Finally, I personally would like to express my 
great gratitude to the Assumption JPIC group 
(England) who kindly sponsored Tra-My and me 
to attend this brilliant and meaningful 
conference.  

Amy Huynh Do   



Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Faith assures us that in a 
mysterious way the Kingdom of 
God is already present here on 
earth (cf. Gaudium et Spes, 39). 
Yet in our own time, we are 
saddened to see the obstacles 
and opposition it encounters. 
Violent conflicts and all-out wars 
continue to tear humanity 
apart; injustices and 
discrimination follow one upon 
the other; economic and social 
imbalances on a local or global 
scale prove difficult to overcome. 
And above all it is the poorest of 
the poor and the most 
disadvantaged who pay the 
price. 
 

The most economically advanced 
societies are witnessing a 
growing trend towards extreme 
individualism which, combined  
with a utilitarian mentality and 
reinforced by the media, is 
producing a “globalization of 
indifference”. In this scenario, 
migrants, refugees, displaced 
persons and victims of trafficking 
have become emblems of 
exclusion. In addition to the 
hardships that their condition 
entails, they are often looked 
down upon and considered the 
source of all society’s ills. That 
attitude is an alarm bell warning 
of the moral decline we will face 
if we continue to give ground to 

the throw-away culture. In fact, 
if it continues, anyone who does 
not fall within the accepted 
norms of physical, mental and 
social well-being is at risk of 
marginalization and exclusion. 
 

For this reason, the presence of 
migrants and refugees – and of 
vulnerable people in general – is 
an invitation to recover some of 
those essential dimensions of 
our Christian existence and our 
humanity that risk being 
overlooked in a prosperous 
society. That is why it is not just 
about migrants. When we show 
concern for them, we also show 
concern for ourselves, for 
everyone; in taking care of them, 
we all grow; in listening to them, 
we also give voice to a part of 
ourselves that we may keep 
hidden because it is not well 
regarded nowadays. 
 

“Take courage, it is I, do not be 
afraid!” (Mt 14:27). It is not just 
about migrants: it is also about  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

our fears. The signs of meanness  
we see around us heighten “our 
fear of ‘the other’, the unknown, 
the marginalized, the foreigner...  
We see this today in particular, 
faced with the arrival of migrants 
and refugees knocking on our 
door in search of protection, 
security and a better future.  
To some extent, the fear is 
legitimate, also because the 
preparation for this encounter is 
lacking” (Homily in Sacrofano, 15 
February 2019). But the problem 
is not that we have doubts and 
fears. The problem is when they 
condition our way of thinking 
and acting to the point of making 
us intolerant, closed and perhaps 
even – without realizing it – 
racist. In this way, fear deprives 
us of the desire and the ability to 
encounter the other, the person 
different from myself; it deprives 
me of an opportunity to 
encounter the Lord. 
 

For the full text:  
http://bit.ly/ppFwdmr    

A Message from Pope Francis for the 
World Day of Migrants & Refugees, 

on 29th September 2019 
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Beneath Brexit 
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‘What kind of nation are we?’ What is going on 
beneath the divisions of Brexit? 

‘We need to tell a new story about ourselves as 
British people, and not one focused on the 
imagined glories of the past’. `The great tragedy of 
our time is that xenophobia is mainstream and 
Christianity has to resist that’. Anthony Reddie was 
an entertaining speaker for the 200 people 
attending the NJPN conference in Swanwick this 
year, he is a mild mannered black liberation 
theologian who is a Professor based in Birmingham 
where he practices Black Theology with grass roots 
communities. As he spoke to us he wore a T shirt 
saying ‘Black History is British history’. 

Anthony’s family came over with the Windrush 
from Jamaica and settled in a run down area of 
Bradford. Despite a stammer he made it 
educationally and now lives in Mosely Birmingham, 
there they all voted ‘remain’. Anthony described 
returning ‘home’ to East Bowling, they all voted 
‘leave’. They were given a particular narrative and 
Brexit bolstered identity. Tribalism exists.  

The gathering in the pub was wallowing in nostalgia 
for better times but Anthony pointed out, the 
‘fantastic time in the past’ was largely mythical. But 
undoubtedly white working class poor are alienated 
from Westminster and have experienced a loss of 
sovereignty (though nothing compared with the 

200 years the Jamaicans did). The ‘tribe’ is linked by 
a sense of place, social prejudices reinforcing 
identity. This English nationalism could break up the 
Union. On the other hand white Oxbridge define 
the world for themselves, and when have they ever 
cared? Anthony no longer felt completely at home. 
His point was that we have complex identities, we 
transcend boundaries, we live in mixed up tribes. 
Beware those who tell you ‘this is who you are and 
this is all you can be’! we can all be many things. 
Watch out for stereotyping and turning you into an 
object. We live complex narratives, he called it 
‘complex subjectivity’. Too, we need to live in the 
now. 

Racism is becoming mainstream – it needs to be 
resisted. Our identity is in Christ, ‘where there is 
neither slave nor free’, not just nationality or 
culture. White nationalism can make you feel better 
and algo-rhythms magnify this effect. What 
resources are there to counter these toxic myths? 

At Pentecost people from all over were travelling to 
the centre, Jerusalem, there was one dominant 
language yet people heard the message of 
Pentecost in their own mother tongues! There was 
great diversity in the unity. There is both the 
particular and the universal. For Christians 
envisaging the Kingdom, this is the antidote. 
Nationalism and its attendant nostalgia for a secure 
and happy past, is a powerful myth. Christians must 
resist. There are signs of hope in the many different 
types of communities at ground level. Hearing the 
stories of others helps us to re-evalute our own 
position. There are roots down and routes out. We 
cannot sum each other up. Let us ask ourselves 
what we can celebrate in the now. ‘And if you think 
you are too small to make difference you have 
never shared a bed with a mosquito!’ 

Jess, July 2019 



Amazon Forest Fires 

Bishop John Arnold, lead Catholic Bishop for the 

Environment in England and Wales said:  

 

“We echo the deep concern of the Latin 

American Bishops in their statement yesterday 

about the seriousness of this tragedy, which is 

not only of local impact, nor regional, but of 

planetary proportions.” 

 

Prophetically, Pope Francis has written in 

preparation for the upcoming Synod on the 

Amazon:   

“In the Amazon rainforest, which is of vital 

importance for the planet, a deep crisis has 

been triggered by prolonged human 

intervention, in which a “culture of waste” (LS 

16) and an extractivist mentality prevail. The 

Amazon is a region with rich biodiversity; it is 

multi-ethnic, multi-cultural, and multi-

religious; it is a mirror of all humanity which, 

in defence of life, requires structural and 

personal changes by all human beings, by 

nations, and by the Church.” 

 

We join our voice with theirs to urge the 

governments of the Amazon countries, especially 

Brazil and Bolivia, the United Nations and the 

international community to take serious 

measures to save the lungs of the world. What 

happens to the Amazon is not just a local issue 

but of global reach. If the Amazon suffers, the 

world suffers.” 
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Rainforest fires darken the skies in Brazil 
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This will affect us all 
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As I am an Assumption sister and a member of 
the Justice and Peace group in the Wanstead 
community I was invited to the conference 
“Forgotten people Forgotten Places. Being 
Church on the Margin” organised by National 
Justice Network (NJPN). The conference took 
place on 26th-30th July in Derbyshire. I attended 
the conference with Sr Jessica, Twickenham 
community, Sr Pat Newcastle community, and 
two young people, Tra-my and Amy Do Huynh 
Assumption volunteers. At the conference there 
was variety, interest, and interactive workshops 
carried out by different Christian denominations, 
as well Catholic and NJPN. 

One particular workshop that was the high light 
of the conference was the workshop 
’Theologising Brexit: Deconstructing the myth 
of racial purity, with marginalisation and urban 
poverty in Britain’ was led by Anthony Reddie. 
Anthony is a professor a practitioner of Black 
theology in grassroots communities of the active 
faithful. He is a brilliant and passionate speaker. 

His theory on Theologising Brexit was useful. He 
has studied and observed different myths of 
racial purity in Britain and showed how Brexit 
could be influenced by the urban poverty in 
Britain. It was noteworthy that he discussed his 
concept of Brexit without to political issues at 
all. This important because politics is a great 
complicated and sensitive area of discussion 

which can cause conflicts and division in an 
audience. In fact Antony had the full attention of 
all us as everybody was very attentive to his talk 
and he filled the place with laughter and joy. We 
were very impressed by his knowledge and ideas 
on Brexit and different myths of racial purity. 

Overall NJPIC is a great organisation because 
they provide networking opportunities for all 
Catholic and Christian agencies to come 
together to share their practical ideas and 
recommendations to promote and campaign for 
Justice and peace. Therefore I am grateful that I 
was able to be there. 

Our dream is to build a little group of young 
people who will reach out to other young 
people and help them in the spirit of Marie 
Eugenie to make a difference in our society. 

Emmanuel Bac 

JPIC Conference Report 
26-30 July 2019, Derbyshire 



 

It is a very lucrative trade, trafficking in human beings, 
only the drug trade is more profitable. Trafficked people 
and modern day slaves can be anywhere, next door 
perhaps, one in five are children; we need to be able to 
recognise the signs; they are unlikely to know either their 
work or home address, their handlers will have taken 
away their passports and mobile phones so they cannot 
keep in touch with their families and friends, they will be 
fearful and anxious and seem to be being controlled from 

elsewhere, they will be distrustful of authority and are likely to be traumatise including having PTSD. 
Types of modern slavery include forced labour, sexual exploitation, forced marriage and forces 
criminality, on the rise in the UK with young people being used on the county lines for drug trafficking. 
Domestic servitude is another place to find slavery and trafficking – it is for the traffickers huge profit 
for low risk. Usual places to watch out for the tell tale signs are car washes, nail bars, sex 
establishments especially pop up brothels, and in agricultural and construction work. 

The COR day on June 29th was attended by Mary Ann and myself. The aim was to raise awareness of 
what is being perpetuated daily in the UK and elsewhere and also to celebrate the involvement of 
religious women working with the police, the MET in particular, to help victims of trafficking. Sr Ancy 
of the Adoratrices is one of the most involved and spoke to the gathering with courage and 
conviction. There is no rescue intervention if the person does not want it; it means being non 
judgmental and gradually and gently building a relationship with the victims, who often from guilt and 
shame do not see themselves as victims of crime. Working with the police there can then be a rescue 
operation. Some may then be blessed with accommodation, acceptance and belonging in Bakhita 
House, or other safe houses, which offer holistic rehabilitation to the deeply traumatised women. 

Relationships of trust between the police and religious also needed building but now other police 
forces are coming to the MET to ask how they have done it and COR is being approached for help 
from religious orders. Trafficked women will not have confidence in the police, they will fear being 
deported, but are more likely to trust a religious woman, bravely visiting them say, in a brothel. 

We can all be involved perhaps by raising awareness or 
volunteering, and/or working for systemic change. At 
present there are 24,000 detained in 8 detention centres 
and 2 holding centres adding trauma to trauma, thanks to 
our immigration policies. Religious can also use 
international links to find if trafficked persons have family 
back home, though of course they may have originally 
been sold by their family, and to warn young people  
in poverty of the dangers of accepting offers of  
‘education and good jobs’ by people out of the blue.  
And we can pray. 

Jess 
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A C l imate  Emergency!   
 

Really? What stops us 
responding appropriately? 
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You wouldn’t really know it- that there is climate 
and environmental emergency, recognised even 
by our distracted government. We ought to be 
‘panicking’, ‘our house is on fire’ as Greta 
Thunberg puts it. 

Why is our response so muted? We have storms, 
freak weather events, melting glaciers, bits falling 
off Antarctica, tornados, droughts and flooding, 
sea level rises, coral bleaching, species loss etc: 
there are already climate migrants, we are 
approaching tipping points and destructive 
feedback loops. But basically, business continues 
much as usual, despite school strikes, Extinction 
Rebellion, more renewables etc… we continue to 
talk of economic growth, Brexit, search for new 
fossil fuel reserves etc. 

Perhaps it is because the underlying value 
system that has drawn so many out of poverty in 
the past and formed our ‘civilization’ has not yet 
changed. We remain for the most part 
unconnected to nature which we see as there to 
be exploited, we are still underneath 

fundamentally dualistic in our attitudes, greed is 
good, commodification and monetisation of 
everything proceeds, our so called ‘needs’ are 
stimulated by advertisements and global 
capitalism. 

But more than all this, the nature of the 
challenge, the biggest that humanity has ever 
faced’, makes it more difficult to be grappled 
with. The threat is largely invisible (unlike the 
proverbial lion waiting to leap on you - a visible 
and immediate response required), unless you 
happen to be at the foot of a melting glacier (as 
Teresa May was recently in Switzerland) or in the 
path of  typhoon, or somewhere in the Arctic 
watching the ice melt: Patriarch Bartholomew 
once took a boatload of scientists, journalists, 
theologians and others to Greenland to see for 
themselves , it was very effective. The threat is 
unprecedented – we are usually happier when we 
can draw on precedents. If a threat is immediate, 
we can, with an adrenalin rush, act swiftly but 
this threat is drawn out, complex, not simple. 
Nothing draw us together more than a common 
enemy yet here there is no obvious enemy, 
except ourselves and our attitudes – it is so much 
simpler when we can point the finger at `them’. 
All this helps to explain our extraordinary apathy. 

But an underlying new pattern of meaning and 
value system is being born which seeks to see 
everything is connected, it is in the message of 
Laudato Si, it is in experiments in doughnut  
 
economics, circular economics, universal income, 
in environmental action and justice and equality 
struggles, systems thinking and so on. It values, 



Upcoming Event 
The Assumption Sisters’ JPIC Team  

is delighted to invite you to a lecture:  
RESPONDING TO CLIMATE EMERGENCY  

- AND THE PLACE OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE  
Speaker from Extinction Rebellion, 

with commentary from Pat Gaffney. 
Date: Monday 28 October 6.30pm for 7.00pm 
Venue:  Milleret House, 23 Kensington Square,  

London W8 5HH  (Entrance via Heythrop College reception) 
Free entry, RSVP by emailing us at:  

enquiries@assumptionreligious.org 
 

We hope you can join us for this  
thought-provoking evening! 
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connection where scientists will talk to indigenous tribes in the 
Amazon in search of a common wisdom; it values a unity which 
facilitates the uniqueness of each one, that integrates. We 
need quickly to recognise the need to transform our 
foundational and implicit world view valuing quality of life, not 
acquisition, power or status, we need each other every one of 
us, and we are part of creation. Blessed be God! 

Jess, June 2019 

A Nightingale Sang  
in Berkeley Square 
It was after Easter; a thousand people had been arrested for 
disrupting traffic in Central London. The main work of protesting had 
been done for now and Parliamentarians were about to debate declaring a climate emergency. So, 
Extinction Rebellion organised an evening when the nightingale sang in Berkeley Square, songs and bird 
song, and London rewilded for a brief moment in a small space. There are very few places where this 
master of song can be heard in all its migrant beauty, now and in England. It has all but disappeared, this 
is part of the 6th great extinction with about 200 species being lost every day, species that will have taken 
millennia to evolve, each with its own place in the scheme of things, small and large and all are important. 
The web of life is tearing. So, all the more necessary to bring to our attention what we are doing to our 
world and its creatures, thank you XR! May the beauty of song of both nightingale and human fill the air, 
less polluted after the disruption of traffic, in unexpected places. 

Jess, May 2019 

mailto:youth@assumptionreligious.org
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‘Creationtide’ or the ‘Season of Creation’ is the period in the annual church calendar (from 1st 

September to 4th October) dedicated to God as Creator and Sustainer of all life.  

 

This year, the theme for the season is biodiversity, God’s web of life. 

 

Consider the unique value of each creature in God’s wondrously complex web of life! This theme 

helps us meditate on two essential facts about creation: it comes from God, and we play a part in it. 

P A G E  1 2  

Creator of Life, the Earth is full of Your creatures,  

and by your wisdom You have made them all.  
At your word, the earth brought forth plants  

yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit,  
the waters teemed with swarms of living creatures of every kind  

and the world was filled with every kind of winged bird,  
walking animal, and creatures that creep upon the ground. 

 

Mountains, plains, rocks and rivers shelter diverse communities,  
and through the changing seasons Your Spirit renews cycles of life. 

 

During this season of creation, open our eyes to see  
the precious diversity that is all around us.  

Enlighten our minds to appreciate  
the delicate balance maintained by each creature.  

 

Inspire us to conserve the precious habitats  

that nurture this web of life. 

In the name of the One who came to proclaim  
good news to all creation, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
(Ecumenical prayer for the Season of Creation 2019  
from the Churches Together in Britain and Ireland) 

Celebrating Creationtide 2019 


