
DEAR SISTERS AND FRIENDS, 
We are very glad to be back in touch with you after a long silence. The 
pandemic has been a difficult time for us all, but we hope now to begin to 
look forward to a healthier New Year for everyone!   
 

In September last year we welcomed our new Provincial Sr Danguole, who 
has joined us from Lithuania.  She settled in very quickly and is at present 
following a course to improve her English, as well as having some informal 
sessions "in house". In a few weeks, Covid permitting, she hopes to visit 
Lithuania in February and then take part in the PPC meetings in Spain.   
 

Another sister here with us at Kensington and following an English course 
is Sr Josefina, from Mexico, who has been living and working with our 
sisters in Madagascar for the last three years. Soon she will leave us to learn 
more about our territory by visiting the communities in Twickenham and 
Newcastle. We have very much missed seeing our sisters in St Catherine's 
community regularly - we normally join them for Mass several times a week 
and go to tea on Friday. We hope that very soon we will be back with them 
again. 
 

Fr Robin Gibbons has now retired after saying Sunday morning Mass for us 
for many years. As we often have quite a large congregation on Sunday, we 
are fortunate in now having the services of Fr Vladimir Felzmann. Then 
recently, we were asked by the local Greek Orthodox community if they 
could use our chapel for their services whilst their premises are being 
renovated. Their liturgy follows ours, and then 
later the Korean community comes for Mass, and 
from time to time we also have a Polish group for 
the Eucharist.  
 

It was good to have Fr Michael Holman SJ back 
with us in Advent for a retreat and we were so 
glad to see Milleret House library full once 
again! At the start of this new year, the community 
send their loving greetings and prayers to you all. 
Thanks to all our contributors and special thanks 
to Tra-my for the design of this newsletter. 
 

Sr Maureen Dempsey and Anne Marie Salgo 
Editors 

Wanstead Community 2-3 

St Catherine’s Community 4 

Twickenham Community 5-6 

‘Caring for Creation is not 
that easy’ 

7 

 

Newcastle Community 
 

8 

 

Young Adult Ministry 
 

9 

Assumption Volunteers 10-11 

Assumption Grants 12 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

I s sue No.  8 •  January 2022  

Assumption in England 



Muriel celebrated her Golden Jubilee in June. 
She wanted a quiet one, so we had Mass in the 
house, where she renewed her vows and our 
Parish Priest, Canon Patrick Sammon presented 
her with the Pope’s Blessing. The community 
with a friend of Muriel’s, went out for a meal to a 
local restaurant chosen by Muriel. 
 

Muriel gardens everyday, and also at the Church 
and for her friend. She loves chopping down the 
overgrown trees and is not hesitant in getting up a 
ladder, however Sep sometimes comes to the 
rescue! Her hobby is looking after two rabbits. 
Her latest one is called Bluebell and is rather 
frisky and has escaped from the hutch on more 

than one occasion. 
The deaf community 
is very much part of 
Muriel’s ministry. 
She attends the 
various Masses, Bible 
study groups and 
events and her 
knowledge of sign 
language has enabled 
her to participate in 
the signing at the 
Mass for the deaf.  

Marianne writes:  
“I have been out on visits four afternoons a week, as 
soon as the lockdown was lifted. But during the 
lockdown I stayed in contact with people through 
phone calls and WhatsApp messages. It was a difficult 
time for most people.   
 

This year we only have two candidates in our RCIA 
(Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) programme. We 
use the RCIA videos from Sycamore, a church 
programme. It is lovely to work with these two people, 
they are intellectuals and love reading. Before they 
started the RCIA programme, they had already read the 
whole CCC (Catechism of the Catholic Church). One 
is a Hindu (psychotherapist) married to a catholic. The 
other one is a lawyer. Please pray for them.  
 
I am back in the senior choir, - unfortunately it has 
shrunk, several have not come back, and the organist/
choirmaster had to retire because he has Parkinson's. 
We are only nine people left - wearing a mask, 
using sanitizer, making Rapid Antigen Test, keeping 
social distance, all these have become the new norm... 
We were encouraged to get a booster vaccine, let us pray 
that all the poorer countries will have access to the 
vaccine.”  
 
Marianne also prepared the crib in the chapel this 
year.  

Greetings from Wanstead 
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2021 has been a year of Celebrations. Sr Katie celebrated her 90th Birthday in March. She continues 
her ministry of letter writing, she never uses a computer or a mobile phone, but we do contact her 
family in Canada by Zoom. She is also a great reader and picks out interesting articles in the newspaper 
and the Tablet for us to read. She writes: “We are/have been surrounded by so much goodness and kindness 
that our Christmas season makes us thank God – as we do. However we think and pray for the suffering in our 
world, and the end of Covid and Omicron, which are bringing so much suffering. God bless us all in 2022” 



Emmanuel also celebrated her Golden Jubilee in 
great style. She had two celebrations, one with the 
Vietnamese community in Bow where she received 
the Pope’s Blessing from Fr. Simon the parish 
priest and chaplain of the Vietnamese 
Community, and then with the Assumption here 
in Wanstead.  
 
The Liturgy was a mixture of Vietnamese and 
English. Fr Hugh Preston a Salesian, was the main 
celebrant representing Emmanuel’s brother Fr. 
Marcos RIP. The reception was in the convent 
garden, and we were blessed with wonderful 
weather – note she celebrated with two cakes! 
 

Since September, Emmanuel has resumed her 
catechetical work at the Vietnamese Parish in Bow 
where she prepares the young people for their 
Confirmation.  

 

Veronica Ann (VA) joined the Parish 
catechetical team and prepares the children for 
Reconciliation and Holy Communion. There are 
80 children being prepared this year and we have 
ten groups with two catechists in each group. VA 
was also able to give an Advent retreat on the 
theme ‘God’s Promises’. This was well attended 
and much appreciated. 

 

The Community held our Annual Assumption 
Garden Party on the 14th  August and this year we 
were not rained off, but blessed with glorious 
weather. Both parishioners and neighbours joined 
us, and it is a good way of bringing us all together 
to celebrate, especially at this time when we are still 
in the midst of the pandemic. We always finish 
with First Vespers of the Assumption, this has 
become the conclusion that they all look forward 
to. 

The Parish has been very active in response to our 
Bishop Alan Williams, who wrote, “My hope is the 
Synodal pathway will help us to discern and implement 
our own vision and manifest our missionary nature”. 
We had a meeting that was well attended on the 
process of the Synodal pathway, more meetings are 
planned for the coming year.  
 

During Advent we had weekly talks on the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Eucharist. 
Here is a short passage, “As we approach Christmas, 
perhaps we can spend this last week of Advent reflecting 
on Our Lady and her relationship with Holy 
Communion, the Eucharist. As Our lady carried the 
Christ Child within her to Bethlehem together with St 
Joseph, we can think of this as Pope Saint John Paul II 
called it, the first Eucharistic Procession. Our Lord 
carried a distance not in a monstrance but rather within 
the womb of his blessed Mother… The presence of Christ 
in his first tabernacle.” Fr. Adrian Lowe, Our Lady of 
Lourdes parish, Wanstead. 

 
God Bless Thy Year 

Thy coming in, thy going out, thy rest,  
thy travelling about 

The rough, the smooth, the bright, the drear… 
God bless thy year. 

 
,  
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Srs: Katie, Emmanuel Bac, Marianne, 
Muriel, and Veronica Ann (VA)  
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News from St Catherine’s Community  

We are already two weeks into 2022 – how the time flies; never-the-less it is not too late to send our 
very best wishes and prayers for a big showering of blessings, happiness and good health. Here in St. 
Catherine’s, we continue to escape Covid-19. Unfortunately, several of our staff have proved 
‘positive,’ some with symptoms, others without. The Salvation Army hostel next door to us provides 
accommodation for single young women, we heard last Thursday that eleven of them had the virus!  
Even though the numbers are still high, it sounds as though the virus is beginning to wear itself out. 
Please God, the next few months will prove that to be true.  
 

The winter weather is really beginning to tease us now: there are days 
when it is bitterly cold, others when it is wet, damp, dull and          
miserable, but then beautiful days of brilliant sunshine and crisp cold. 
These days have taken us by surprise and therefore we have not 
planned little outings for the sisters in wheelchairs – even if it only 
means a ride in our beautiful Square Garden. It is such a delight to 
hear the laughter and watch the fun the children have when they come 
for their school break, or the locals with children who bring them to 
enjoy the swings. We have created a small space in the parlour window 
with comfy chairs and a little table for teacups etc. Here we can watch 
the world go by… Pembridge Square is amazingly busy, and with the 
leafless trees, there is more of a view 
into the garden opposite.  
 

The sisters are missing quite badly the 
many visitors we often had, especially 
our sisters from Kensington, and I 
know that they too miss their visits to 
us. Let’s hope that by the end of the 
month, rules will relax and we can    
enjoy their company once again. For 
now, keep well and stay safe. 

Sr Clare Bernadette 
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Starting in September, the beginning of the 
academic year, our top item of news is obviously 
the arrival of Francesca to join our community. 
After a week of feet-finding, Francesca started her 
MA course at the Bakhita Centre in St. Mary’s, the 
only university where degree courses for the Study 
of Modern Slavery and Trafficking are available.  
This will enhance the already good relationship 
which we have with the Centre, so far mainly by 
giving accommodation to students studying there 
and offering rooms for meetings and counselling. 

 

After living opposite a more or less empty 
university campus during the previous eighteen 
months, the return of students in September 
brought the welcome buzz and activity of Freshers’ 
Week.  The chaplaincy tent, strategically placed in 
the piazza, offered welcome to students and the 
opportunity for them to make friends and form a 
group. On September 22nd the customary 
Academic Mass to celebrate the start of the year 
was celebrated, followed by lunch served from the 

tent afterwards. The glorious sunshine of those 
days helped this new beginning. 

 

Our hostel, ‘next door’ or 259A, is all but fully 
occupied for the first time. ‘All but fully’ means 
that we have a spare room which has been well 
used for occasional short term and emergency 
situations. The residents, who are either mature 
students or in employment, are from Vietnam, 
Nigeria, Tanzania, The United States and the 
Philippines. They provide an illustration of 
excellent international relationships! 

 

The former pre-covid arrangement of providing 
supper on Sundays for students after the evening 
Mass is no longer operative. A new arrangement of 
offering brunch twice a term after the morning 
Mass had only one innings due to restrictions. This 
has meant the loss of a happy means of getting to 
know and engage with students, but all is not lost, 
there are others!  The celebration of the patronal 
feast on December 8th was one such. The 
chaplaincy tent was once again in prominence in 
the piazza, and there was a good attendance at 
Mass in the evening.   

 

We were able to encourage a group of students to 
run a fundraising Christmas campaign in support 
of three local charities. It touched many areas in 
the University, and as well as items for the food 
bank, raised over £3,000.  

From the Twickenham Community 
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We have opportunities for outreach beyond St. 
Mary’s.  One of these is Mary Ann’s resumption 
of teaching English, to Syrian refugees, 
interrupted by covid-19. This group is supported 
by a group in nearby Richmond, to which 
Elisabeth Byrne Hill belongs. Elisabeth will be 
remembered in Assumption circles from when, 
as drama lecturer at St. Mary’s, she took students 
to our schools in Tanzania over many years.  

 

You may have picked up from ‘The Tablet’ that 
the Vice Chancellor, Anthony McClaran, has 
been appointed to the Holy See’s Agency for the 
Evaluation and Promotion of the Quality of 
Ecclesiastical Universities and Faculties.  
AVEPRO’s duty is to promote and develop a 
culture of quality within the academic 
institutions around the world that offer 
pontifical degrees and ensure they possess 
internationally valid quality criteria.  Anthony 
has held a number of senior posts in Higher 
Education quality assurance and regulation 
before becoming Vice chancellor of St. Mary’s in 
April 2020.  This timing meant that, until this 
past term, he has been scarcely visible other than 
on Zoom. However, he has welcomed the 
invitation to come over for a cup of tea.   

 

 What is of interest for us is that Anthony 
mentioned in his latest report that the young 
people following the ‘First Star’ course designed 
for children who had been brought up in the 
care system achieved very good GCSE results, 
i.e., 89% success rate, which was well above the 
national average, and a significant number have 
gone on to university.  ‘First Star’ was funded 
by the Assumption Legacy Fund.  

 

We are able to take advantage of events 
arranged by the University. One was a weekend 
in October jointly arranged by St. Mary’s 
Bakhita Centre with InSpiRe, the Centre for 
Initiatives in Spirituality and Reconciliation, 
and the Orthodox Church in England. This 
was highly successful, both on the level of input 
on trafficking and slavery and as an ecumenical 
occasion. Future events are planned, on 
marking the Synod and Catholic Social 
teaching. 

 

Our green credentials are alive and well.  We 
have been enjoying more garden produce of 
fruit and vegetables, grown by Jess and Cathy, 
than in previous years. Christine’s initially sickly 
sunflower seedlings eventually grew sturdy, tall, 
colourful, and prolific. Mary Ann charts the 
activity of the wildlife.  We think it is the crow
(s), but maybe a squirrel or a fox, who enjoyed 
opening and eating the contents of a box of 
chocolates left on the doorstep as a gift, 
scattering the cellophane and cardboard over 
the drive! But it must be the crows who remove 
the tops of the milk bottles – glass bottles, 
please note.  Pacifists we may be, but not when 
it comes to slugs and snails, whose favourite 
foods include cabbage, broccoli, delphiniums 
and dahlias.      

 

 

Sr Christine 
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Here in Twickenham, we are having 
trouble with squirrels – the grey ones 
of course. There are plenty in the area. 
They can look very fetching when they 
sit up and pray with a lovely white 
front and joined paws, or when they 
pirouette on the lawn and chase each 
other up the yew tree and along the 
fences… but don’t be deceived. 
 

They eat the food put out for the 
birds! They go off with the fat balls 
and can be seen upside down 
finishing off the container once filled 
with bird seed. Wherever we put the 
bird feed, with amazing acrobatics 
they are there! 
 

We thought we had help with a new book – ‘50 ways to outsmart a squirrel and other garden pests’ – 
ingenious ways to protect your garden without harming wildlife.’ (RHS). We were advised to add 
cayenne pepper to the bird seed. Certainly, this spiced up offering is not popular with either the 
squirrels or the birds – perhaps we used too much. We were told that birds don’t have a very 
discerning palette and the squirrels would be put off their food.  But it seems to have worked both for 
the squirrels and the birds. Not a great success. 
 

Who is this interloper? Squirrels apparently do not like to see themselves reflected in a mirror; it 
scares them off. As a result, our bird feeder is now adorned top and sides with large mirrors, thanks to 
Sep. I did see one squirrel take a look and back off... but the mirror on top seems to act as a landing 
platform for further investigation as to possibilities… not foolproof! 
 

Last but not least, grease the pole and watch the slide down! Vaseline was not enough, so Sep to the 
rescue with thick greasy machine oil. Sliding squirrels have been observed on occasion. But somehow 
the fat balls are still disappearing – not quite so often it must be admitted. Perhaps it is the crows? 
 

On one occasion a kind person left us a box of chocolates outside our front door overnight. Early in 
the morning the wrapping was adorning the drive, string undone, the box was by the door completely 
empty, not a chocolate in sight. We suspect the crows who regularly pick over the rubbish put out for 
collecting, leaving a terrible mess. Sometimes they work together – even so, a whole box of chocolates 
at one sitting! I expect they felt a bit queasy. 
 

But as Pope Francis reminds us, ‘Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be filled with awe 
and contemplation, to recognise that we are profoundly united with every creature… as we journey 
towards your infinite light.’  (Laudato Si) 

 

Further information: https://youtu.be/hFZFjoX2cGg                                                                           Sr Jess 

https://youtu.be/hFZFjoX2cGg
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We wish you a blessed and Happy New Year. First we 
give news of our neighbours. Here is a photo of the 
Christmas greeting we received from our neighbour 
Roy who cuts our grass and faithfully takes out our 
bins all year round.  Our next door neighbour ‘Maca’, 
died on the 7th of November. We were asked to pray 
by his bedside as he was dying. At the words of the 
Hail Mary “pray for us sinners, now, and at the hour 
of our death, Amen” Maca gave a sigh and breathed 
his last. We and the family were amazed and moved by 
this. Surely Our Lady was there to help him. His son 
Mark will move into the house and we have been 
asked to bless it for him. Mark was the first member of 
Kids Kabin when it began nearby in Berry Close. 
 
Workmen have been renewing the driveways along 
Hexham Avenue.  We await railings soon and spring 
flowers to brighten up the gardens of numbers 24-30. 
The work was hard but the workmen were ever- 
cheerful and humorous.  
 
Here in Walker we are four parishes with one priest, 
and the priest in Wallsend has three parishes. During 
Advent we had a joint Advent service for our area of 
the four parishes in the small warm and cosy church of 
St. Laurence in Byker. Hymns and readings were 
interspersed with the lighting of four lanterns on the 
altar and four purple strips of cloth being unfurled to 
represent the four corners of the world.  “All the ends 
of the earth have seen the saving power of our God”.  
We were given paper stars to place on the cloth with 
the words on them, “A baby’s hands in Bethlehem 
were small and softly curled, but held within His 
dimpled grasp the hope of all the world”.  Sylvia joined 
the team running the RCIA programme in one of the 
churches and there are five young people eager to be 
received into the church. 
 
We rejoice in the wonderful volunteers we receive for 
Kids Kabin.  Sasha from Russia left for Germany at the 
end of November after a year of service, we miss his 
gentleness and smile. Jude and Junee return to the 
Philippines after two and a half years with us. During 
lockdown they sent uplifting cards every “Happy 
Friday” to all the residents of Hexham Avenue from 
them and us, and at Christmas they sent cards 
illustrated by the children of Kids Kabin.  
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Recent additions are Tyler from USA, Alex from the 
Philippines, Yurery from Mexico, and Vanessa from 
Brazil.  

We celebrated the birthday of Hortensia from Namibia 
(you can see her in the photo on the left) on 6th        
January. She has been with us for two months having 
met Junee on a youth retreat in Ampleforth. She has 
loved the time with us and at Kids Kabin and says it’s 
the best decision she has made. She left on the 11th to 
receive her MSc in Banking and Finance from Essex 
University before returning home.  

 

Young Adult Ministry 

Fortunately, along with government guidelines, the 
second half of 2021 saw Milleret House opening 
their doors for young adults to gather as one       
community in prayer and fellowship.  
 

As of September, we introduced our monthly mini 
retreats, to ease our young adults back into society 
and provide them with the space to nourish their 
spirit. It included Mass, input from a guest speaker, 
personal reflection time, sharing in groups and    
creative activities. We commenced with the theme 
‘Fresh Start’ - be it a renewal of an academic year, 
the embrace of a new project at work or coping with 
and/or letting go of inner battles. October saw our 
young adults focusing on their ‘call to holiness’ in 
the footsteps and guidance of all the saints, who 
encourage us to accomplish the ordinary in         
extraordinary ways. Finally, we ended the year with 
our annual Advent day retreat, to anticipate the 
coming of Christ. It was enriching to see so many 
young people, both former and new, join us each 
month and to be able to share both the joys and 
challenges the year presented.  
 

One participant shared: ‘I enjoyed the Mass, getting to 
know the other attendees over lunch before having an ice 
breaker activity. The talks were amazing and I enjoyed the reflection time. The most beautiful part was lighting the 
candles to commemorate our loved ones who had passed away - the day ended beautifully.” Despite the ongoing 
challenges that prevail, we hope that we will be able to continue to provide our young adults with the 
space to restore their faith in God and society. May they become beacons of love, hope and kindness 
wherever they are placed.      
    

        Tra-my Nguyen 

Sr Sylvia 

Young Adult Ministry Project Worker 
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Assumption Volunteers 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares 
the Lord, plans to prosper you and not to harm 
you, plans to give you hope and a future."     

(Jeremiah 29:11)  
 

This has always been my special verse, a reminder 
that I am here on earth for a reason, that 
everything is in God's plan and not mine... that in 
the end I will conquer everything through Him. 
 

For I know the plans I have for you.... 
In 2014, I was invited to be a volunteer in the 
Assumption (UK) Volunteer programme, but I 
turned it down because I was at the peak of my 
career in the Philippines, earning my living, 
travelling, and spending time with my family and 
friends. I wasn't ready that year for all that would 
happen to me later on in my UK volunteer 
experience - the pandemic. 
 

Declares the Lord.... 
Although I had turned down the 2014 invitation, 
I kept in close contact with the Assumption 
Volunteer programme, helping in San Lorenzo 
with their club sessions for high school students 
and sharing my earlier experiences with them. I 
have always been an advocate for helping others - 
something I learned from my father - I was always 
proud of what he did for others. I encouraged 
friends to volunteer and it became for me a way of 
serving God with my time and talent. 
 

Plans to prosper you and not to harm you 
When I eventually said yes, I was able to come to 
England in September 2019 for 11 months. I was  

 

first assigned as a 
volunteer in the Pendower 
Good Neighour Project in 
Newcastle, where I spent 
my time with a variety of 
groups; from toddlers, teenagers and families to 
pensioners and my favourites - the "Naughty 
Nanas"! I was involved with after-school sessions 
with the childrens’ groups and with the adults,  
such as the Lunch Club for pensioners. After 
Covid-19 struck and when I completed 11 
months in Pendower, I moved to Walker, to the 
main Assumption project, working with Kids 

Kabin close to where the Sisters live. I will always 
be thankful that I was able to serve in the 
Pendower community. That is the essence of 
service, to go where we are needed and leave 
when the circumstances change, even if we are 
still needed. Some of the other volunteers from 
Spain, the USA and Russia returned home 
because of the pandemic, while I began my 
second volunteer year.  

 

 Plans to give you hope... 
Kids Kabin was the sunshine in my darkness. 
When the lockdown happened, I did not know 
what to do because of all the limitations. We 
could not have face-to-face activities with the 
children, but I used the opportunity to train 
myself as a Kids Kabin volunteer. I learnt 
pottery, woodwork and arts and crafts. For 
instance, I made a foot-powered hand sanitizer 
dispenser from scratch and used it when face-to-
face activities resumed. Kids Kabin sustained my   
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dream of going home and owning a café in 
Iloilo City. Uncertain of when I could return to 
the Philippines, I tried to use my time in Walker 
well. I feel life there made me a better person 
and gave me the opportunity to understand 
other people's beliefs, lifestyles and religion. I 
became more understanding and changed my 
plans from opening my own café, to hopefully 
setting up my version of Kids Kabin in my 
hometown. 

… and a future 
I waited and prepared for a long time for this 
opportunity to be an international volunteer. 
The waiting hasn't been easy, but I have learnt to 
be patient. I am sure God will be faithful in His 
plans for me. I firmly believe that the 
Assumption Volunteer programme has opened 
my eyes to the needs of my community in the 
Philippines. I will be forever grateful for what I 
have received and as a way of giving thanks, I am 
hoping to work and build a centre for kids who 
will "make not break" (the motto of Kids Kabin). 
Through the help of my family and friends and 
my 28 months experience, I can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens me. Assumption 
family and friends please pray for me!             

 

Junee Alamar 

with Alex): "I 
arrived in England in 
2020 to do my 
M a s t e r s  i n 
Psychology. I just 
finished my degree 
and I am excited to 
spend six months in 
Newcastle to work 
with Kids Kabin and 
learn about the 
programmes for the 
disadvantaged youth, 
as this was one of my main motivations for studying 
psychology. I am also an Assumption alumni! I spent 
14 years in the Assumption College in Manila."  
 

Vanessa, who trained as a lawyer, had already 
spent some time in Cambridge studying English. 
She says: 'I am so excited to be in Kids Kabin to work 
with the children, as I believe that volunteering is one 
of the ways for me to share love and joy and to mix 
with different people.'   
 

Yurery: "I encountered the Assumption seven years 
ago in Mexico and studied communications and 
completed an MA in education. Two years later, I 

went to Brazil as 
a volunteer for 
eight months, and 
it was one of the 
best experiences of 
my life! I left my 
job as a teacher in 
October to join 
this new mission 
as an Assumption 
Voluntee r  in 
England and to 
contribute to the 

work of Kids Kabin, impacting the lives of the 
children in a way that will leave a beautiful and 
lasting memory!"  
 

Tyler is from Niagara Falls, New York in the 
USA. He graduated from university last year 
with a degree in actuarial science, but realised a 
career in finance or insurance was not for him. 
Luckily, while at university, Tyler continued to 
develop a passion for service, he has always 
enjoyed travelling, being creative and working 
with kids. When he found the opportunity to 
volunteer at Kids Kabin, he knew it was the 
perfect fit. 

We are delighted to welcome Vanessa (from Brazil) who joined the AV community in early January. 
She was welcomed by Tyler (USA), Yurery (Mexico) and Alex (Philippines). Together they provide a 
solid support for the Kids Kabin activities in this coming year. (Starting from the left of the photo  



The management committee made donations to 
six new projects this year, in addition to the other 
nine ongoing projects. One of ALF’s new 
recipients is Castlerigg Manor in the Diocese of 
Lancaster. Funding from ALF will enable 
Castlerigg to expand its outreach efforts to 
complement its residential work at Castlerigg 
Manor. The Youth Service will now be better able 
to reach young people who have no connection to 
the Church and those who cannot afford to attend 
a residential retreat. ALF also made an important 
contribution to the Catholic Education Service, 
enabling them to respond to the need for a high-
quality process to evaluate all Catholic schools by 
part-funding the training of inspectors for the new 
Catholic Schools Inspectorate. The Centre for 
Catholic Education, Research and Religious 
Literacy at St Mary’s University received funding 
for the Laudato Si champions project, a 
participatory learning initiative designed to 
include young people into sustainability strategy 
and policy making at school, diocesan, and 
national levels, based in Salford Diocese. 
 

The three new projects accepted for funding at the 
recent ALF meeting are a part-time salary for a 
Children and Family Lead for the Celebrate Trust, 
whose role includes running a national Parenting 
for Faith online course for 70-100 participants 
over 8 weeks; part-funding of a full-time Education 
Officer for Pax Christi UK, and the salary for a 
Post-Doctoral Researcher with the Bakhita Centre 
at St Mary’s University, who will lead their work 
on researching, designing, and delivering new 
opportunities in education and training for     

ffvictims and survivors of modern slavery. 
 

 ALF continues to support a range of other 
activities, including a character mentoring 
programme in schools delivered by Citywise in 
Manchester and Glasgow; the salary of a Youth 
Worker in Mary, Mother of God parish in 
Bradford; core support for the Catholic 
Children’s Society to offer Rainbow 
Bereavement Counselling training and resources 
to primary schools; support for a survivor of 
human trafficking to study for a degree, and an 
applied research project at St Mary’s University 
with the Centre for Research into the Education 
of Marginalised Children and Young Adults. 

 

One of the first projects that ALF funded is First 
Star Academy at St Mary's University. ‘First Star’ 
places small groups of young people who are in 
care on university campuses to inspire them to 
get into further or higher education. St Mary’s 
was the first university in the UK to trial the 
programme, and their dedication is now coming 
to fruition. This beautiful short film will give you 
a taste of what impact ‘First Star’ has had on the 
life of these young people: https://bit.ly/ALFvid 

 

On behalf of the Trustees, I would like to thank 
Mary Eaton, Pat Gaffney and Arthur Naylor who 
give much of their time and expertise as members 
of ALF’s management committee, alongside Srs 
Jess, Catherine and Cathy. 
 

Céline Gagnon,  
Grants Administrator 
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Assumption Legacy Fund — 2021 Report 

The Assumption Legacy Fund (ALF) worked with 15 
organisations in 2021, with most of the work happening 
virtually. As you already know, ALF’s current priorities are:  

1) The education of disadvantaged children and young 
people 

2) Formation in and support of shared leadership within 
Roman Catholic schools and sixth form colleges 

3) Lay people working in or alongside the Roman 
Catholic church, particularly youth workers and those 
engaged in transformative education in the tradition 
of the Assumption 

https://bit.ly/ALFvid

