A Day Pilgrimage to Paris
on the 9th March 2017 from London
In the Steps of Saint Marie Eugenie
and Mother Therese Emmanuel
At our PPC meeting in November we were discussing what we could do as a Province to
celebrate the Bicentenary. I suggested we could to the Steps of MME and MTE in Paris take
an older group, friends, and parishioners. We questioned whether we would need more than
one day, was it too late to organise, a and Auteuil is being refurbished. I had forgotten all
about it until a week later I had a telephone call from Patricia asking me if I would organise
either a Day or 2 or 3 Days. She also added that the French Provincial Sr Isabelle said that Sr
Erika could be our guide. ~ What had I let myself in for!
I spoke to our Parish Priest and some Parishioners and found interest. Posters went up in my
Parish and a notice in the weekly Parish News Sheet, I emailed the Communities, contacted
friends of the Assumption in Oxford. I telephoned Eurostar and got a good deal and did a
Provisional Booking. I communicated with Erika and went over to Paris in January to plan the
route and look for a place to have lunch.
Very early on the morning of the 9th of March four groups made their way to the Eurostar
Terminal at St. Pancras Station, London.
The Wanstead Group 14 in all, 11 from Wanstead and 3 from Oxford, left from the Parish car
park at 5.45 am by Minibus for the 14-mile journey to the station where we met up with the
3 from Twickenham, 1 from Bedale and the 3 from Kensington, we were 21 altogether. We
each received out tickets and a small envelope with 5 metro tickets and a list of each person’s
mobile number. The train was leaving at 7.55 but we had to be there 1 hour before, this was
good as we had time to relax and have a coffee and get to know one another. We arrived on
a beautiful day at Gare du Nord at 11.24 and were met by Erika holding a large colourful roll
of wrapping paper. We headed for the Metro, Erika leading and I took up the rear.
When I was coming down the escalator I noticed a man on the ground and 2 others holding
him down, at first I did not know what it was about, then discovered that the man on the
ground had snatched Andrew’s Mobile Phone and the Policeman had it in his hand. I asked

him to give it back to Andrew and told him we were due
at Notre Dame for Mass at12 noon. He said it needed to
be reported and it would only take 10 mins as the Office
was nearby, and showed me his official documents.
Andrew went with him and eventually met up with us in
Notre Dame mobile in hand. This was the only incident
we had, so I am sure that we were being well looked
after. Arriving at Notre Dame in time for Mass Erika
leading us, we avoided, rather jumped the queue, a very
un-British thing to do! We had time after Mass to enjoy
the beauty of Notre Dame and see the plaques of Saint
Marie Eugenie beside Lacordaire. This made a deep
impression on many of the pilgrims.
Time for lunch at a little French Restaurant in the Latin
Quarter where we were served extremely well. As it was
Erika’s Birthday on the 10th March we gave her a
Birthday card and sang Happy Birthday and everyone in
the small restaurant started clapping. ~ We leave our
mark wherever we go!
. “A Day of pilgrimage that had all the elements of
friendship, prayer, good food. A day of joy and
inspiration walking in the footsteps of the founders of
the Religious of the Assumption, on their bicentenary.
Mary.

Our next stop was St. Suplice rather than walk we took
the metro. This is the Church where the first Assumption
Community prayed and attended Mass. This huge
church, said to be the largest Parish Church in Paris. It
was very near where the first community began in a
humble apartment in Rue Férou.
“The pilgrimage made me realise how innovative St.
Marie Eugenie was all those years ago, when as a
nineteen-year-old she began the inspiring journey in
religious life in the little rooms in Rue Ferou resulting in
founding the Religious of the Assumption” Carmen O

The next Paris transport experience was to
take the No 70 Bus on our way to Auteuil,
where we received a lovely welcome from
the sisters who were there. We began by
walking along the cloister to the Chapel of
Marie Eugenie’s tomb. Here we prayed
silently asking the intercession of Marie
Eugenie.

“I truly felt close to Jesus from the time Andrew got
his phone stolen then returned in Gare du Nord
until we experienced the beauty and tranquillity of
the Convent Chapel sitting by Marie Eugenie’s
tomb. “Jacqui (Andrew’s wife)
Although there was at lot construction happening
in the Convent, we were still able to appreciate the
Chapel.
“The pilgrimage to Paris was a real immersion to
the founding experience of the Assumption.
Visiting the key places and breathing in the spirit of
Marie Eugenie and Therese Emmanuel through the
gentle guidance of the sisters – gave me a great
introduction to the lives of the foundresses and the
mission of the sisters It was a rich experience – so
much more than reading about it or presentations!
Thank you again!”Anne Marie
It was time now to
visit Lubeck where
Therese Emmanuel’s
tomb lies in the beautiful Chapel, and to prayer the first
Vespers of the Feast of Saint Marie Eugenie. We were delighted
that Sr Therese Maylis was able to tell us about the Chapel.
“ The Mother House and the School at Lubeck are such lovely
places. The church is so beautiful and peaceful. I especially liked
the new wooden carving of the two wonderful women.”
Carmen O

Here is what one of the younger members of the group,
who met the Assumption for the first time when the
Sisters moved to Twickenham, wrote.“It was lovely to
be invited to the Pilgrimage; the thing that struck me
most was how I could imagine both Marie Eugenie and
Therese Emmanuel at the places we visited. Having the
Assumption sisters as guides brought it to life and there
was a great sense of cararaderie.” Therese
It was only a day and we could not cover everything,
but several of the Wanstead Pilgrims would like to
return and spent more time now that their appetites
have been whetted. It was a very deep experience for
the whole group and I plan to make a power point
presentation for our Parish of Our Lady of Lourdes here
in Wanstead on May 3rd after our 9am Mass when we
have teas and coffees in the Hall. It was for me a great
privilege to take this group and share with them a little of our history and spirituality. I will
conclude with a few words from Sister Mary Horan, a Sister of Mercy here in Wanstead.
“Superbly organised from pre-meetings right through to the minibus awaiting
us on our return. ~ A day of pilgrimage that had all the elements of friendship,
prayers, good food and ultimately renewal and a deep sense of gratitude for
our own Sisters here in Wanstead who model their lives on the Rule of Marie
Eugenie: This is our Rule: to leave all, to lose all, to sacrifice all for the glory
of God, to go with joy where it pleases him to send us, with no sense of
compulsion in our hearts but with the joyous freedom of the children of God. Thanks for the
privilege of being with you.”
I cannot finish without thanking Erika who in more ways than one made our Day run so
smoothly and prayerfully, and all the sisters we met in Auteuil and Lubeck who were very
kind and welcoming. Not forgetting our Pilgrims from Kensington, Twickenham. Bedale,
Oxford and Wanstead.
Let us continue to celebrate our Bicentenary!
Veronica Ann, Wanstead Community April 2017
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