
Creation as Communion: An Eco-Liturgy for the Month of Creation 
 
This liturgy has been adapted and used with kind permission from John van de Laar © Sacredise 2007 
http://sacredise.com 
 
This service can be used either on its own without the Eucharist or incorporated into a Service if a celebrant 
is willing, or adapted for an Agape.  
The Holy Communion is used in full with kind permission from John van de Laar © Sacredise 2007 
 
 
Call to Worship 
 
Creator God, 
You made the world and everything in it. 
You mapped out the stars and the sands, the trees and the lakes. 
There is nothing that was not the work of your hands, 
or blessed by your love. 
You made the world and everything in it. 
You designed the seas and the fish, the birds and the fruit. 
There is nothing that was not the work of your hands, 
or blessed by your love. 
You made the world and everything in it. 
You are our life and soul. 
We are nothing but the work of your hands, 
and blessed by your love. 
You made the world and everything in it. 
And came among us in word and flesh. 
In you all things live and move and have their being, 
in you all things reflect your beauty and grace.  
We are a community of creation 
and we sing your praise. 
Amen. 
 
Hymn – Brother, sister, let me serve you. 
 
1. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
2. We are pilgrims on a journey, 
and companions on the road; 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
3. I will hold the Christ-light for you 
in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
4. I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I'll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow, 
till we've seen this journey through. 
 
5. When we sing to God in heaven, 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we've known together 
of Christ's love and agony. 
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6. Brother, sister, let me serve you; 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that l may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

Richard A. M. Gillard (b. 1953) 
 
Praise and Confession 
 
Creator God, 
We come before you asking for your grace. 
For all that you have made and we have destroyed – we ask your forgiveness. 
For all that you have shared and we have squandered – we ask your forgiveness. 
For all that you have saved and we have abused – we ask your forgiveness. 
For all that you have loved and we have diminished – we ask for your forgiveness. 
For all that you have blessed and we have neglected – we ask for your forgiveness. 
For all that you have suffered and we have ignored – we ask for your forgiveness. 
For all that you are and we have doubted – we ask for your forgiveness. 
Renew us in your love, recreate us, reconnect us and restore us to your community of creation, 
that we may live again in you. Amen. 
 
Reading from Job 38: 4-21 
 
Use two voices – one male and one female alternating each verse so that the conversation comes alive. 
 
The Lord Speaks 
38 Then the Lord spoke to Job out of the storm. He said: 

4 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? 
    Tell me, if you understand. 
5 Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know! 
    Who stretched a measuring line across it? 
6 On what were its footings set, 
    or who laid its cornerstone— 
7 while the morning stars sang together 
    and all the angels shouted for joy? 

8 “Who shut up the sea behind doors 
    when it burst forth from the womb, 
9 when I made the clouds its garment 
    and wrapped it in thick darkness, 
10 when I fixed limits for it 
    and set its doors and bars in place, 
11 when I said, ‘This far you may come and no farther; 
    here is where your proud waves halt’? 

12 “Have you ever given orders to the morning, 
    or shown the dawn its place, 
13 that it might take the earth by the edges 
    and shake the wicked out of it? 
14 The earth takes shape like clay under a seal; 
    its features stand out like those of a garment. 
15 The wicked are denied their light, 
    and their upraised arm is broken. 

16 “Have you journeyed to the springs of the sea 
    or walked in the recesses of the deep? 
17 Have the gates of death been shown to you? 
    Have you seen the gates of the deepest darkness? 
18 Have you comprehended the vast expanses of the earth? 
    Tell me, if you know all this. 



19 “What is the way to the abode of light? 
    And where does darkness reside? 
20 Can you take them to their places? 
    Do you know the paths to their dwellings? 
21 Surely you know, for you were already born! 
    You have lived so many years! 

 
Statement of Faith - Creed from Costa Rica 
 
We believe in God the Father and Mother of us all, who has given the earth to all people. 
 
We believe in Jesus Christ who came to encourage and heal us, to deliver us from the oppressors, 
to proclaim the peace of God to human kind.  He has given himself to the world.  It is amongst all 
people that the Lord lives.  He is among us all, the living God. 
We believe in the Spirit of God, who works in every man and woman of good will. 
 
We believe in the Church, given as a beacon for all nations, moved by the Spirit to serve all people. 
We believe that God will finally destroy the power of sin in us all, and that humanity will share God’s 
everlasting life. 
 
We do not believe in the right of the strongest, nor in the force of arms, nor in the power of 
oppressors. 
We want to believe in human rights, in the solidarity of all people, in the power of non-violence. 
 
We do not believe in racism, wealth, privilege, or the established order. 
We want to believe that all men and women are equally human, that order based on violence and injustice 
is not order. 
 
We do not believe that we can ignore things which happen far away.   
We want to believe that the whole world is our home, and that the field we plough and the harvest we reap 
belong to every person. 
 
We do not believe that we can fight oppression far away if we tolerate injustice here. 
We want to believe that there is but one right everywhere: that we are not free if one person remains 
enslaved. 
 
We do not believe that war and hunger are inevitable and peace unattainable. 
We want to believe in the beauty of simplicity, in love with open hands, in peace on earth. 
 
We do not believe that all suffering is in vain, nor that our dreams will remain dreams, nor that 
death is the end.   
But we dare to believe, always and in spite of everything, in a new humanity: in God’s own dream of a new 
heaven and a new earth where justice will flourish. Amen. 
 
Prayer and intercessions 
 
Smallness – Joy Cowley, Aotearoa Psalms 
 
God of endless galaxies 
you come to me in the smallest space 
of my existence, the child space, 
and as often as I claim my littleness 
you meet me with an eagerness of giving. 
 
I receive the jewel of your presence 
in the detail of the moment, 
God in the dew on a cobweb, 
God in the notes of a bellbird, 
God in the curve of a fern frond 
and the shining path of a snail. 



 
Love that cannot be measured, 
when you hold me in my smallness, 
a gentleness encloses me, 
as soft as a sparrow’s wing, 
and healing drops like a feather 
on my wounded heart 
and in a song-filled instant, 
life becomes simple again. 
 
God, God, 
help me to protect my smallness, 
for there is within me 
a disciple who is impressed 
by big and powerful things 
and that disciple always tries 
to send the little child away. 
 
Knowing my smallness 
is knowing the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 
Other intercessions may be offered here -  
as well as, or instead of, this prayer reflection. 
 
 
 
Optional Holy Communion – used with permission.  
Written by John van de Laar © Sacredise 2007 - http://sacredise.com 
 
The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, 
And the Lord’s glory covers the earth 
as the waters over the sea. 
The trees of the field clap their hands, 
the birds of the air sing songs of praise. 
And if we should fail to express our worship, 
even the rocks and stones would cry out! 
 
And so, we lift up our hearts, and we lift up our voices. 
And we offer thanksgiving and adoration to the Lord 
the Creator of all. 
 
Blessed are you, Sovereign of the Universe, 
for from seeds sown into the earth 
you have given us the gift of bread to feed and nourish us. 
And at Jesus’ last meal with his friends, before facing the cross, 
Our Lord took bread, blessed it and broke it. 
Then he passed it among them saying: 
 

This is my body, broken for you. 
Take and eat, and do this to remember me. 

 
The bread is broken in the sight of the people. 
Blessed are you, Sovereign of the Universe, 
for from grapes which grow ripe and sweet on the vine, 
you have given us the gift of wine to refresh and heal us. 
 
And at Jesus’ last meal with his friends before facing the cross, 
Our Lord took the cup of wine and blessed it. 
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Then he passed it among them saying: 
 

This is my blood shed for you. 
Take and drink, and do this to remember me. 

 
The cup of wine is held up in the sight of the people. 
 
And now we come to your table again Jesus, 
mindful of how you laid your life down, 
so that we and creation could be born anew; 
mindful of how you took your life up again, 
so that we and creation could be filled with the life abundant; 
mindful that we cannot earn or purchase this privilege, 
but that it is your grace which beckons us, 
and your grace which ensures that all creation may be one and whole. 
 
May your Spirit work in these fruits of earth, 
so that they may become for us a sharing in Christ’s body and blood. 
May your Spirit work in we, who are children of earth, 
so that we may be transformed into Christ’s body, 
carrying his life, his care, and his salvation to all creation. Amen. 
 
The sacrament is shared. 
 
Hymn - For the beauty of the earth 
1. For the beauty of the earth,  
for the glory of the skies,  
for the love which from our birth  
over and around us lies;  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 
2. For the beauty of each hour  
of the day and of the night,  
hill and vale, and tree and flower,  
sun and moon, and stars of light;  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 
3. For the joy of ear and eye,  
for the heart and mind's delight,  
for the mystic harmony,  
linking sense to sound and sight;  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 
4. For the joy of human love,  
brother, sister, parent, child,  
friends on earth and friends above,  
for all gentle thoughts and mild;  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 
5. For thy church, that evermore  
lifteth holy hands above,  
offering up on every shore  
her pure sacrifice of love;  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise.  
 



6. For thyself, best Gift Divine,  
to the world so freely given,  
for that great, great love of thine,  
peace on earth, and joy in heaven:  
Lord of all, to thee we raise  
this our hymn of grateful praise.  

Text: Folliot S. Pierpoint  -  John Rutter arrangement 
 
Thanksgiving and Sending Out 
 
In this moment (and in this Eucharist),  
we have remembered the whole of creation. 
And that the whole of creation is filled with God’s grace. 
And that the whole of creation has been renewed in God’s love. 
And that the whole of creation reflects the glory of God. 
 
So we go now, in peace and hope, 
to share this saving message 
in word and action, in risk and compassion, 
with all of creation. 
Amen 
 
A Final Blessing 
May the blessing of the God who danced the dawning of creation, be with us, 
May the blessing of the Son who challenges us to dance the pain of the world’s suffering, be with us, 
And may the blessing of the Spirit who invites us to join in the dance of celebration, be with us, 
from now into eternity.  
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


