
Reflection on Genesis in reverse from the sides of the oppressed  
 
 

 

God sanctified the seventh day as the Sabbath, the day of rest. 

 
How can we rest when we work 20 hours a day and night?  
Trafficked and impoverished, owned and imprisoned by our perpetrators?  
We are slaves to other people’s greed.  
We have no money, no home, no voice, and no way out?  
We do not know this word ‘sabbath’. 
 
God saw all that mankind had done and it was not good… 
 
 
 

God created mankind. 

 
Yet mankind has created many other gods…  
Love of self and ego, narcissism and self-absorption, consumerism and capitalism. 
We have become slaves to our 24/7 shopping and goods-on-demand. 
We have forgotten altruism except when it is convenient and between appointments. 
We are mankind but the ‘kind’ is silent. 
 
God saw all that mankind had done and it was not good… 
 
 
 

God created creatures, great and small. 

 
We catch them, then eat them. We over fish and over farm them. We genetically 
modify them to make more of them quicker and cheaper, except for those who work 
in the supply chain. We wear them, we make them into rugs and ornaments, 
aphrodisiacs and anti-wrinkle creams because this is their most important use to us.  
We cage them and watch them as entertainment, their death is our sport. 
 
God saw all that mankind had done and it was not good… 
 
 
 

God created the sun, moon and stars. 

 
We worship these wonders and not their creator. 
We pay astrologers to read our hands and hearts and show us celestial alignments.   
We have more faith in horoscopes than in God because our destiny cannot wait.  
We want to reach for the stars, land on the moon and defy the sun without cherishing 
their beauty beyond our horizon. 
 
God saw all that mankind had done and it was not good… 
 
 
 



God created the land, sea and vegetation. 

 
And we thought we could conquer them through war, travel and map-making. 
Yet when nature answers back we are confused – we have more suppression to do. 
Climate changes everything but still we plough on devastating the path to truth. 
Building is what we do except we are building Babel and the first tower fell long ago. 
When nature answers back we won’t be confused – we will be dead. 
 
God saw all that mankind had done and it was not good… 
 
 
 

God divided heaven from earth. 

 
And we became obsessed with earth, too afraid of death, of future eternal promise. 
Never mind the resurrection which showed us the way, the bridge of hope. 
Never mind the life-cycle of every living thing including us which we choose to deny. 
What else do we need in order to know that this earth is passing  
precisely because there’s a better place to be? 
 
God saw all that mankind had done and it was not good… 
 
 
 

God created the heaven and the Earth, day and night. 

 
We think we can control weather and time and all in good order. 
We have the technology but still we are defeated. 
Why can’t we master this planet when we have universities in every continent and for 
every sphere of knowledge? Our blind arrogance keeps us in the dark.  
We were warned but we turned the other way. 

 
God saw all that mankind had done and it was not good… 

 God hung up the apron and called it a day. 
 

 

                          
 


