
The Way of the cross: Eco – Stations. 
Traditionally we see the suffering of Jesus in terms of his carrying our personal sin. In this ‘Way of the 
Cross’ we focus on the social sin of human beings and the destruction of God’s beautiful creation over 
which hovered the Holy Spirit at the beginning of time; in the course of time that same earth which brought 
forth a saviour, Jesus. As we contemplate the destruction of species and eco-systems we remember the 
suffering that Jesus endured as Son of Man, the Christ of God. 
 
 

1. Jesus is condemned to death.   
 
 

 
Points for reflection:  
Butterfly against hard rock conveying 
fragility. 
Lament for the death of species,  
loss of environment.   
     
     
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All powerful God, 
as your Son is condemned to death, so too seem many species. 
Show us how to restore this fragile earth and all that depends upon it. 
Help us to see how we have failed and fallen in fear and pride. 
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
2. Jesus picks up His cross. 

  
  

     
    
Points for reflection:  
Logs, destruction of forest  
conveying heaviness.  
The forest as carrying life,  
denuded trees, connection between 
animal and plant life.   
  

 
 
 
 
All-beautiful God, 
as Jesus picks up his cross, the heaviness weighs him down.  
Our forests are bare, our trees are hewn - weigh down our conscience, Lord.  
So we may bring renewal to the plants and animals that once lived there.  
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
 



 
3. Jesus falls the first time.            
 

     
 
 

Points for reflection:  
Mudslide, tsunami type,  
carrying all in its wake.  
Everything can get carried away by 
destruction, seas, winds, we need 
humility, the earth is open to receive  
but in the end it can be unforgiving. 
     
    

 
All-sorrowful God, 
your Son falls the first time and slips on rock and rubble. 
The ground can only take so much before it breaks through in unforgiving anger. 
We have taken you for granted and your soil cries out in pain.  
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
4. Jesus meets his mother.   

Points for reflection:  
Earth, soil footprints, mother earth,  
our carbon footprint.  
   

 
Maternal-God, 
your Son sees Mary, his Mother, and they share their grief. 
Each step they take draws nearer to salvation. 
Show us our steps towards restoring all things in the Risen Lord. 
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins.   
 
5. Veronica wipes the face of Jesus.  
 

Points for reflection:  
Caring for the earth and one another, 
water of life, binding wounds. 
Lament for suffering.   
     
      

 
  
Healing Lord, 
Veronica soothes the face of Christ as he suffers for truth and love. 
Yet we have not tended your world with care and compassion, 
we have squandered your resources in fear and greed. 
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
6. Simon of Cyrene carries the Cross of Jesus.  



 
 

Points for reflection:  
Indigenous people throwing fishing net,  
they care for their environment,  
they carry the suffering of modernity and 
‘development’, but the last shall be first, 
fishers of people. 

 
 

 
 
Giving God, 
Simon shares Christ’s cross and staggers forward in faith. 
So many people carry the crosses and crises of our world in simplicity  
while others walk freely - for how long will we indulge this injustice?  
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
7. Jesus falls a second time.  
  

Points for reflection:  
Icepacks falling into the sea from the  
ice shelf: light no longer reflected,  
(albedo effect) crumbling and  
encroaching darkness.   
      

 
 
 Gentle God, 

your Son falls a second time while ice melts 
and thaws too early. 
You brought light into our lives and we return your gift as darkness. 
Reflect back to us our blindness and shift our selfishness. 
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
8. Jesus meets the women of Jerusalem.  
 
  

Points for reflection:  
Desert women with water jars,  
cracked earth, dead tree.  
What will it be like when the wood is dry?  
Concern for future generations?  
      

 
 
 
 

Hopeful God, 
we can be vessels of faith or vessels of despair – which will we choose? 
When there is no more water to carry and the wood is dry, how shall we live? 
What are we building for future families? What are we carrying that will last? 
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
9. Jesus falls a third time.  



 
 
 
 

Points for reflection:  
Crevasse, dark, result of earthquake: 
hopelessness, meaninglessness.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
All-knowing God, 
your Son falls a third time and we do not understand why. 
Our doubt is like an earthquake shattering convictions and crumbling certainties. 
Show us your meaning and give purpose to our prayer. 
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
10. Jesus is stripped of His garments.  
 
 

Points for reflection:  
Mountain top removal, heavy machinery,  
crushed vegetation.  
All wear out like a garment,  
a seamless garment, the web of life.   
    

 
 
 

 
All-humble God, 
your Son is stripped of his dignity, his love is laid bare and the web of life is shredded. 
How have we reduced our planet into such pain-filled waste? 
We have removed everything that does not conform to profit. 
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
11. Jesus is nailed to the Cross.  
 
 
 

Points for reflection;  
Oil mules repeated over and over again: 
fossil fuel continued use,  
nailing the world to climate change.   
       
   

  
 All-suffering God, 

your Son is sacrificed without mercy, nailed down, 
innocent blood shed. 
And we are nailing people daily to the cross of climate change, 
while privileged people continue to fuel their greed.  
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
 



12. Jesus dies on the cross.  
 
 
 

Points for reflection:  
Heavy seas, drowning migrants:  
love like the ocean,  
yet we throw our rubbish in.   
      
      

 
Eternal God, 
your only Son now dies upright – his death stands up for life. 
Rescue us and our nations from drowning in the depths. 
Help us to reach out and save each other from the sea of fear. 
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
13. The body of Jesus is taken down from the Cross.  
 
 
 
 

Points for reflection:  
Edge of the sea, calm and peaceful:  
‘out of the sway of the sea’,  
hope beyond all.    
      
     

 
 
 
All-peaceful God, 
your Son is laid to rest on distant shores where calm comes at last. 
Show us the horizon that stops us from looking only at ourselves, 
may we see the world beyond our needs – and recognise our neighbours far and wide. 
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
14. Jesus is laid in the tomb.  
 
 
 

Points for reflection:  
Gassed baby in earth from Kurdish towns,  
in Iraq or Bhopal.  
Death of life in evolutionary context.  
      
   

  
Transcendent God, 

your Son lies limbo in the tomb – he is waiting to meet you once again. 
Only you know the length of life for each one of us,  
young or old we return to you when you call. 
Jesus Christ Crucified. 
Forgive us our sins. 
 
15. Ending reflection.  
 



 
 
 
A return of butterflies in flight – symbol of resurrection.       
 
It is complete… 
the cycle of life has fulfilled its course. 
The cosmos has shared its gift. 
Freely we fly to you and rise again, 
the whole earth shall praise your name, 
while we wonder at your glory. 
Amen. 


